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COURSE AIMS 
 
Describe the purpose of the course using broad, general terms. 
 

 
This course will give students an overview of current research on the political economy of 
development. Both theory and empirics will be tackled, with a strong applied focus. In the process 
it will introduce the main evaluation methods used in impact measurement of development 
interventions. The course also aims to offer basic research skills, as it will give the student the 
perspective of a researcher in this field. 
 

 
 

COURSE CONTENT 
 



List the main topics covered in the course: 
 

 
The focus of the course will be on topics in the political economy of developing countries. It 
begins by introducing the foundations of theoretical political economics (median voter theorem, 
Downsian competition). We will then cover some benchmark theories of lobbying, 
democratization, and institutions. The empirical part of the course will follow with state-of-the-art 
contributions on colonial origins, natural resource curse, corruption, civil conflict, ethnicity, and 
electoral politics. An interdisciplinary approach will be taken with quantitative papers from both 
economics and political science. There will be a strong emphasis on experimental settings 
(natural, field, and controlled designs). 
 

 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

 
On completion of this course a student should be able to: 
 
A. Knowledge and Understanding: 

• Solve theoretical models applied to development issues. 

• Understand causality and interpret empirical results in the development context. 

• Know the range of evaluation methods for development interventions. 

• Be able to think creatively about development interventions and measurement of 
outcomes. 

B. Subject-Specific Skills:  

• Confidently discuss the literature in development economics, with a focus on political 
economy issues. 

C. General Skills:  

• Critically evaluate economic research. 

 
TEACHING AND LEARNING METHODS 

 
Describe the teaching and learning methods that enable students to achieve the above-
mentioned Learning Objectives of the course: 
 

 
There are two classes of 1 hour and 20 minutes per week, based partly on slides and blackboard 
notes. For each topic, a general overview of the theoretical and empirical issues will be given, 
and some examples taken from recent research will be studied in greater detail. The participation 
of students is strongly encouraged to foster discussion. Individual written work will encourage 
students to gain research skills. 
 

 
ASSESSMENT  

 
Individual written work cannot count for less than 50% of the final grade. The final written 
exam cannot count for more than 70% of the final grade. Please indicate if Final exam in 
your Course will be mandatory.  
 

 
Presentation of a research paper (25% of the grade): To be done in groups of 2/3 (depending on 
class size) for the duration of approximately 25 minutes. Each group will prepare slides that will 
then be posted on the class website. The presentation should: (i) provide motivation to the 
research question and highlight the main results, (ii) produce a clear and organized presentation 
of theory and evidence (if applicable), (iii) be critical of the results, (iv) provide appropriate 
responses to questions from the class. 
 



Writing a proposal for a research design (25% of the grade): To be done individually. Each 
student will prepare a 5-page (font size 12pp) research proposal. It should include: (i) research 
question, (ii) motivation relating to literature, including theory (if applicable), (iii) empirical method 
used (e.g. field experiment, lab experiment, natural experiment, regression discontinuity design, 
instrumental variables), (iv) details of measurement namely main outcome variables. Importance 
of research question, appropriate choice of method and feasibility of the project will be important 
criteria in assessing the research proposal. 
 
Participation in class (10% of the grade): All students are required to read the papers in advance, 
and to comment on the presentations and topics during the class. 
 
Final exam (40% of the grade, with minimum grade of 9 required to pass the course). 
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RESOURCES 

 

 
A course webpage will be used to disseminate information about the course and the slides used 
in class. 
 


